he Vanishing Covered Bridge ү 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK А к » 
. it has been said that in all the category of sound, there's no melody quile’so nostalgic as the clip- 
pity-clop of horse's hoofs echoing through the cool darkness of a covered bridge. How fortunate are 
hose who can recall this sound. Those of us whose memories begin after "horse and buggy days" can 
only imagine it. 

This nation's first covered bridge was erected in 1785 to span the Connecticut River at Bellows Falls 
о link Vermont and New Hampshire. Between 1800 and 1820, covered bridges dotted the landscape i 
he east. Many of our early roads followed the bdn ks of rivers and streams. and wherever the road had 


to cross a stream, there was a likely spot for a covered bridge. By 1830 the first covered bridges 


'ere being erected in the midwe 
For many years the question 
as raised as to WHY covered 
economy or to make the horse 
happy? This 
^ proved to һе 
5 eae riddle as— 
А ^ s “which came 
LM NB first, the chick- 
16 c0 en or the 
К a egg?" Was it 
horse .into 
thinking he 
Worthy J. Clark, he was enter- 
linstead of crossing a body of 
water? 

The primary reason for the 
qstrengthen the structure, and at 
he same time to allow the inter- 
jor wood to season. As some people 


bridges were covered. Was it for 

as much of a 

to fool the 

ing а stable 

bridge being covered was to 

‘erroneously believed, it was not to 


"keep horses from shying at the 


ater or to make it easier to drive 
cattle across: it was to protect the 
bridge from wind and weather. 
The roof was said to have added 20 
to 40 years to the life of the bridge 
(when the timbers were protected 
{гот rotting in the sun and rain. 


Some of the covered bridges had {dered who this family was? Where 


special pathways that protected 
he pedestrians from wagon and 
attle traffic. Many bore the cus- 
ltomary sign—''Walk, do not trot.” 


Had Advantages. 


The dark interiors offered an 
excuse for ''spooning" and hand- 
holding by courting couples. The 


exteriors offered an excellent place |bridges. Eight of these cross thef 
“for outdoor advertising. All sorts 


of handbills, posters and political 
lannouncements were tacked on the 
pridge sides and entrances. One 
of the very first advertising bill- 
boards in America was the side of 
the “Coca-Cola Bridge" at Portha, 
Pennsylvania, which earned its 
name from its huge painted sign. 
By 1870 iron bridges were being 
eonstructed. Then came the auto- 
nobile age, the death knell of the 
overed bridges. frucks and cov- 
ered bridges were never designed 
o go together, and they began to, 
steadily disappear. In 1950 there 
ere only 184 covered bridges left 
in Indiana. Vigo county has only 
one left! 
! About three miles west of Riley, 
over Honey Creek, stands the last 
and,only covered bridge left stand- 
ing in Vigo county. Its original 
hewi Stone. piers are now re- 
inforced in the middle with con- 
rete piers. 
feet wide and 80 feet. long, 
sides are constructed of poplar 
oards while the floor is made of 
pak planks. I'm still trying to find 


he exact date this briage ; 
built, which entails an enormous 
job of research, reading the early 
county road commissioners rec- 
lords as far back as Civil War 
times, 

Mrs. Harve Nightlinger, of Mar- 
shall, Ill, told me an interesting 
story . concerning this bridge. Her 
grandmother, Mrs. David Thomp- 
son, lived in the Hamilton Church 
neighborhood one house south of 
the covered bridge. Shortly before 
work was completed on this bridge, 
when the floor, upper framework 
апа -гооѓ had been finished, a long 
Siege of rainy weather set in. 

After the weather cleared, the 


workmen returned, and much tof 
their surprise, found a carpet hung 
at each end of the bridge and a 
family in a covered wagon camped 
their. The young mother had just 
given birth to a baby in the shel- 
ter of the new covered bridge 
while seeking protection from bad 
weather. 

The workmen, gallantly left the 
little family in peace until they 
were able to move on before be- 
ginning their sawing and pounding 
to finish the bridge. I've often won- 


did they settle? Did the new baby 
that was born during the storm 
on the bridge live to maturity and} 
tell his or her children and grand- 
children of the unusual birthplace? 


Parke C our neighboring 
сы is known ask 


the “Covered Bridge County of In 
diana," having a total of 39 such) 


Little Raccoon: the State Sana- 
torium Bridge, built in 1913; the 
Adams Bridge, built in 1907; the] 
Dooley Station Bridge, built in 1917; 
the Neet Bridge, built in 1904; {Һе 
McAllister's Bridge, built in 1914; 


the Crooks Bridge, built originally E 
in'1856 and rebuilt in 1867; th Y-2 


ssup Bridge, built in 1910. 

Nine covered bridges cross the 
Big Raccoon in Parke County; the 
Portland Mills Bridge, built in 1856: 
the Mansfield Bridge, built in 1867; 


Conley's Ford Brid built in 
906-07; i jdge, built 
i т па B built 
in ; the Thorpe Ford Bridge. 


built in 1912; the Red Bridge, built 
in 1880; the Roseville Bridge, built 
in 1910, and the Mecca Bridge, 
built in 1873. " 
The Catlin Bridge, built in 1907. 
rosses Sunderland Creek. The 
arry Evans Bridge, built in 1908. 
nd the Zacke Cox Bridge, built 
cross Rock Run. The 
Bridge, built in 1909. 
crosses Big Pond Creek. Three 
covered bridges cross Leather- 
Éwood Creek; Sim Smith Bridge. 
built in 1853; Melcher Bridge, buil 
їп 1896, and Leatherwood Station 


Bridge, built in 1899. The J. Н. 
Russell Bridge, a privately owned 
one, was built in 1897 over Square 
Rock Branch: 

Four bridges cross Sugar Creek: 
the West Union Bridge, built i 
1876; the Jackson Bridge, built in 
1861, a single span 207 feet long: 
the Cox Ford Bridge, built in 1913 
and the Narrows Bridge, in Turkey 
Run State Park, built in 1882. 

Marshall Bridge, built in 1917, 
and Rush Creek Bridge, built in 
1904, cross Rush Creek. The two 
bridges crossing Mill Creek are: 
Mill Creek Bridge, built in 1907 
and Bowsher Ford Bridge, built in 
1915. Coal Creek Bridge, built im 
1869, crosses Coal Creek. Grange 
Corner Bridge, built in 1899, and 
Wilkins Mill Bridge, built in 1906, 
cross Sugar Mill Creek. The Bee 
son Bridge, built in 1906, crosse 
Roaring Creek. The Billie Cree 
Bridge, built in 1895, crosses Wil. 
liams Creek. 


Interesting Opportunity. 


. With at least forty bridges with 
in easy driving distance, everyone 
has an opportunity to visit thes 
interesting relies of by-gone days 
This poem cn the subject expresse 
the sentiments of those who ap 
preciate covered bridges and their 
history. 
The Covered Bridge. 


Few recall the covered bridges, 

Spanning rivers deep and wide, ; 

Their foundations last for ages, f 

And defied great floods and 
tides. 

They gave shelter to the 
travelers, 

When thunders roared aloud, 

And rain pouring its fury, 

From a dark hanging cloud. 

The frame shuddered and 
creaked 

When stage coach and span of 
four £ 

Came thundering through thë 
bridge 

And swayed the oaken floor. 

The farmers going to town 

In snow storms and winter 
blast 

Stayed inside the cover 

Until the worst was past.e 


Covered Bridge Festival 


| Attracting 


Wide Interest 


ROCKVILLE, Ind., Oct. 18.—(Special)—Hundreds of motorists and 
guests toured not only this community but the entire Parke county, 
during the first day of the three-day Covered Bridge Festival Friday 


Travel by private cars will be augmented by bus tours of tne 
| county Saturday and Sunday. While principal interest will be focused 


| on 
county, wide interest was mani- | 
fested Friday in the natural scenic 
beauty of the area and the loca- 
tions of historie interes: in this sec- 
tion of the nation. ? 

| There are three principal routes, 
one 30 miles, another 51 miles, and 
the third, 53 miles in length, all 
| adequately marked. 

| Headquarters have been estab- 
lished on the courthouse lawn here, 
where maps and programs are he- 
ing distributed to the visitors. Ho- 
tels and motels in the area have 
reported numerous resenvations for 
the week-end. 

One of the most scenic spots on 
| the routs is not a covered bridge, 
| but is "High Bridge," an iron 
! bridge 90 feet above Sugar Creek. 
! Important historical points along 
| the routes include the camping site 
fof General Harrison’s Army at 
! Armiesburg and the Narrows, the 

water-power mill still operating at 
; Mansfield, the Wabash and Erie 
| Canal along the Wabash River and 
the Log Cabin, formerly Wilkins 
Mill, one of the oldest buildings in 
the county. 


Bus Rides Available. 


| А bus will go on each of three 

+ routes Saturday and Sunday, leav- 
‘ing headquarters at 9 o'clock in 
the mornng and at 1 o'clock ip the 
afternoon. 

Glenn Harvey of the Turkey Run 
Inn will lecture on covered bridges. 
illustrating the lecture with colored 
slides, both Friday and Saturday 
at the 4-H Fairgrounds. 

Saturday's program includes a 
barbecue chicken dinner at the 

sirgrounds, starting at 6 o'clock in 


^ 


the 25 of the total of 39 covered bridges located throughout the 


the evening, followed by square 
dancing to the Rocky Fork Ram- 
blers, Parke county musicians, at 
8:30 o'clock. 

Parke county maple syrup will 
be featured at the pancake break- 
fast which will be served from 
7:30 to 9:30 o’clock Sunday morn- 
ing in the Rockville school cafe- 
teria. 

Parke County products will com- 


prise one of the displays at head- ; 


quarters. Others will be on agri- 
cultral products, natural re- 
sources and from manufacturers. 

The three-day festival is the 


culmination of a dream of sev- | 


eral years of the Longtime Plan- 
ning Committee formed five years 
ago by the Parke County Agricul- 
tural Extension Committee. А!- 
ready it is developing to an extent 
never expected by the planners. As 
a result, they are making notes on 
how to improve and how to enlarge 
the 1958 festial. 
Those In Charge. 

The Longtime Planning Commit- 
tee is composed of eisht farmers, 
five women and five businessmen. 
While its prime purpose is to in- 
crease the agricultural income of 
the county, it also is concerned 
with the general economy of the 
county. 

William B. Hargrave, one of the 
members, was named head of a 
committee to promote tourist traf- 
fie with the 39 covered bridges and 
natural scenery an attraction. The 
idea of a Covered Bridge Festival 
was originated by Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Snowden. After basic plans 
were agreed upon, chairmen of 
various committees were named. 

These chairmen are: Finance, 
Harris Borden: routes, Rufas Нагі. 
man; historical, Mrs. Jack Snow- 
den: concessions, Aarol Jacks; 
publicity, George Schwin and Ar- 
thur Littick; activities, Tommy 
Mills and James Barnes: treas- 
urer, John Hays; headquarters and 
parking, Austin Noblitt and lodg- 
ing, Mrs. Max Chapman. 
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THE NATIONAL ROAD BRIDGE. 


The old covered bridge which was for many 
years looked upon as one of the “antiquities” of 
Indianapolis spanned White river and gave pas- 
sage to the great National Road, which ran from 
Cumberland, Md., into western. Hlinois, This 
thoroughfare reached Indiana in 1527, апа the 
White river bridge was built out of a congres- 
sional appropriation made in 1831. Its cost was 
$18,000 and its builders are given as William 
Wernweg and Walter Blake. It was known as a 
"UWernwez" bridge from the fact that its arches 
of wood were constructed from a design invented 
by Wernweg. It was a staunch old structure 
and the timbers in it were as sound when torn 
down as when put in place. 

As another bridge to take the Washington 
street traffic was built before the old bridge was 
removed, an effort was made by some to pre- 
serve the old relie, which had been in service for 
more than sixty years, but the powers that were 
proved impervious to any sentimeut of this sort. 

The National road, which was the great high- 
way from East to West before the railroads 
enine into general use, was originally to have 
passed farther to. the south, but through the 
influence of Senator Oliver Н. Smith the route 
was shifted so as to take in Indianapolis, 


Adapted from Cottman-Hyman Centennial History of Indiana. Copyrighted 1916. 
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Vigo County's 


‘By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


My first clue as to the age of our covered bridg 
whose grandfather, Cyrus 


Covered Bridge j 


W. - Bishop, 


ЎА 


[ e came írom Frank Shepherd. 2603 Wallace 
played a small part in its history. 


From the records I learned that Bishop and his brother-in-law, Jonas Seely (for whom Seely- 
' ville was named) came to Terre Haute in the early 183015 from Portland County, New York. In Capt. 
Wm. Earle’s account of the trip he made to Vincennes and back when he was a young boy in "early June 
1833” he told of arriving at Merom shortly afternoon; ^as I alighted at the tavern door I sank to the 
ground unable to rise. Three men ran out and picked me up and carried me into the house. One of | 
these men was John Boudinot, one was Cyrus Bishop and the other I do not remember." 


Cyrus W. Bishop and Jonas 
Seely established themselves in 
business as wagon makers on 
Fourth street where the Volun- 
teers of America is now at 220 

North Fourth. 

Here they re- 

mained through 

1841 at least, 

because their 

newspaper ad- 

vertisement ap- 

peared in the 

Wabash Cour- 

ZW ier in April of 

Dorothy J. Clark um Df 

poor drainage, government land in 

some sections of Vigo County was 

selling for only $2 per acre. Mr. 

Bishop bought 260 acres of wood- 

ed land two miles west of what 

is now Riley and one-half mile 

from where the covered bridge 

was built. Part of his land em- 

braced a section of Honey Creek, 

so he built a dam апа-а saw mill. 

The creek banks were 15 feet high 

and it was a simple matter to fell 

the huge poplar trees and roll the 

logs down the gully to the saw mill 

to be turned into fine lumber. 

Out of this he built his first home 

and later building a two-story 

larger house. He also built the 

Bishop schoolhouse where his 
grandson first attended school. 

Canal Shipping. 


Some of the lumber cut by Mr. 
Bishop was shipped on the Wabash 
and Erie Canal which ran nearby. 


whinney's." The above records 
prove, to my satisfaction, that our 
covered bridge was originally built 
in 1884—114 years ago! 


On September 25, 1868, Cyrus W. 
Bishop was "allowed $49.45 for re- 
pairing and superintending the 
Honye Creek Bridge near Eris- 
man's farm." 


High Water Troubles. 


Mr. Shepherd remembers when 
he was a young man (he was born 
in 1875) that sometimes in rainy 
weather this township road was 
under water which ran level from 
hill top to hill top. On one occesion 
he was riding home from the Kid- 
der farm where he worked to 
spend Sunday and attend the old 
Hamilton Church. He had to swim 
his horse across the wide expanse 
of water to reach his home. This 
was very dangerous because а 
swift current left the south side of 
the bridge. The rose and rider 
were both soaking wet and ex- 
hausted after the long swim. 


After my October 12 column ap- 
peared on the covered bridge sub- 
ject, I received an interesting let- 
ter from Е. Е. Donham of Chicago, 
who told of a happening “in the 
spring of 1914 or 1915 when the 
bridge on Route 46, now known as 
Riley Road, was dismantled and 
a temporary bridge was provided. 
One Saturday a heavy deluge of 
rain washed out the temporary 
bridge and Mr. Donham and his 
father, realizing how bad the rains | 


Mr. Shepherd told me that when! were, attempted to get to Riley | 


his mother, Augusta Bishop (later | by using the Mourer and Canal f 


Mrs. Frederick H. Shepherd) was! Roads where the soscalled 'up-to- 


a little girl, she would ride the! date’ 


horse on the tow path as far as 
Lockport, where someone else 
would take over the job of guiding 
the horsepower which towed the 
slow-moving canal boat. 

From the early Vigo county Com- 
missioners record books іп 
the auditor's office at the court- 
house, I learned that in 1844 Cyrus 
W. Bishop was paid $1 as a road 
viewer in Riley Township, which 
proves he was a landowner in that 
year. That same year the county 
appropriated $60 “to build a bridge 
upon the county road across Honey 


Creek between Alexander Beard's? 


and Johnson Mewhinney's and that 
Johnson Mewhinney was appointed 


to let said contracts and advertise] 


the letting of same." 


In September, 1845, “Johnson 
Newhinney was allowed $11 for 


superintending the building of а} 


bridge across Honey Creek be- 


concrete bridge spanned 
Honey Creek, just about a mile 
above Riley or one-half mile above 
the old locks of the Wamash & | 
Erie Canal. They were the first | 
persons to reach this bridge апа | 
found it had been washed out at 
one end which caused the concrete 


ween Mewhinney's and Beard's," 
and a short time later $15 was ap- 
pjropriated to purchase planks to 
cover the bridge in the district 
where John Hess was superintend- 
ent in Riley Township. 

In 1850 John. Hess was allowed 


$50 as “part payment for bridge 


repairs between Erisman's and 
Mewhinney's." It seems Adolphus 
Erisman had purchased the farm 
of Alexander Beard. Then in 1851 
John Hess was paid “24.18 the Баі: 
ance due for building the bridge 
across Honey Creek between Adol- 
phus Erisman's and Johnson Me- 


=з, & 


to drop to the creek bed. There- 
fore it was necessary, because of 
swollen streams, to detour back to 
Mount Pleasant Church and cross 
Honey Creek on the old covered 
bridge after running through high 
water on the bottoms. 
Important Link. 


The oddity was that this bridge 
had been condemned and was 
about to be demolished, yet it 
was the only bridge that the resi- 
dents of Riley could use to get to 
Terre Haute via gravel roads be- 
cause of the washout of the tem- 
porary bridge on the Lockport 
Road and the damage done to the 
new concrete bridge on the Canal 
Road. 

Mr. Donham is only one of many 
persons interested in the preserva- | 
tion of this old.covered bridge due 
to its long service and its great 
historical value. Vigo County Road 
Superintendent Joe Miller assures 
me that the century-old bridge is 
in good condition—that it recently 
carried an il-ton piece of road 
equipment with hardly a tremble. 
The few missing boards will be 
replaced and a new coat of paint 
will be added soon. The date of 
1844 can now be proudly placed 
over the entrances. Vigo County 
has already lost too many of its} 
old landmarks and historical sites. 
Let's .лаке it a point to keep this 
one safe for future generations. 
Those who forget their past have 
no future. 


cirst От State Landmarks 
Se Азер; Ж 
~ For Permanent Record 


(This is the first of a series of 
| descriptive articles on the twenty- 
eight Indiana landmarks surveyed 
through co-operation of the Fed- 
eral Emergency Administration of 
Public Works, the Civil Works Ad- 
ministration, the Federal Emer- 
gency Relief Administration and 
the Works Progress Administra- 
tion.—Editor's Note.) 1 


B By ALLEN WHITE. ; 


LI 
RIDGES have played an ime 
portant part in the developmenti 
of many nations. ] 
] When pioneers began invasion 
of the Middle West there were nq 
bridges. Flat boats and crudely 
constructed canoes were chief 
means of crossing streams and, 
rivers. Bridges became vital links 
in the formation of transconti4 
nental highway systems. з 
Last week The Star published 
an outline map of Indiana show- 
ing the location of structures, 
typical of the early development 
of the state. Twenty-eight build-, 
ings of all sorts which stood forth; 
in the early growth of the Hoosier, 
state as typical of many other| 
t structures in that era of the nine- 
|teenth century were dseiagated, 
n this map. 
mstailed КАЛЕ, апа photographs 
various buildings which 
fore the start of th 


{Civil War have been accomplished 
by the United States Department of 
the Interior through its national 
park service. This work started 
throughout the greater portion of 
the nation in 1934 with the co-opera- 
tion of the Federal Emergency Ad- 
ministration of Public Works, the 
Civil Works Administration and the 
Works Progress Administration. 


First Project Surveyed. 

Forty-two states, including Indi- 
ana, have sent to Washington for 
filing in the archives of the Library 
of Congress detailed information, 
drawings апа photographs of build- 
ings and structures typical of the 
early development of their respec- 
tive localities. This information will 
be preserved forever in the nation's 
library for those persons who want 
to obtain authentic information 
about pioneer structures in their lo- 
calities. 

The first project to be completely 
surveyed in Indiana was the Ken- 
nedy bridge built in 1880 óver Flat 
Rock creek in Rush county. АП ‘ 
the various historic surveys in In 
diana were carried on by a corps of 
architects and draftsmen under the 
general supervision of Herbert W. 
Foltz, Indianapolis architect and dis- 
trict officer. Charles E. Bacon, In- 
dianapolis architect, headed the 
group of Indianapolis draftsmen who 
performed this work. They were 
Wallace St. John, H. Wilson Peter- 
son and Frank Manker. 

The Rush county bridge was во 
named because it was built by mem- 
Kennedy family, 


ән veyed 


of Construction 


Built fifty-six years ago, this bridge across Flat Itock creek in Rush c 


ounty still gives service, 


The 
a а 


-1.08hvit sta. 
rosses E...-Hock piver. 
This is a single-span structure of | 


! theiburr truss type, having a clear! 
|үврап of 165 feet and 9 inches with a 


| 17-foot center roadway flanked either 
‚side by 44-foot walks, Mr. Foltz 
pointed out. The bridge was erected 
in 1880 by Everett L. Kennedy, son 
of Archibald М. Kennedy, the first 
of this family of bridge builders. 
The following is quoted from the 
report of R. В. Yule of Indianapolis, 
an authority on early Indiana 
bridges, read at the centennial meet- | 
ing of the Indiana Historical Society | 
December, 1930: 
“Archibald М. Kennedy was born | 
in Guilford county, North Carolina, 
Aug. 25, 1818; moved to Indiana in| 
1825 with the family. He settled in 
Rush county on a farm near Rush- 
ville. He began working at the car- 
pentry trade in 1841, and at small 
bridge construction in 1853. 
“Beginning in 1870 he and his sons, 
E. L. and Charles F., built covered 
brdiges both in Ohio and Indiana. 
After the death of Archibald M. Ken- 
nedy, the sons continued the busi- 
ness, and were later assisted by Е. 
L.'s two sons, Karl and John. The 
Kennedys built about Sixty covered 
bridges in all, the first being at Dun- 
lapsville, in Union county, and the 
last near Fountain City in 1918. 


Many Still in Use, 
“Many of these bridges are still in 
use in southeastern Indiana and one 
.has only to visit the structure near 


Rushville to see and appreciate the 
workmanship that went into them." 
Thus should anyone want to re- 


such information can he obtained. 


from the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D. C. The Indiana 
state library through the Indiana 
Historical Society has also copies of 
the historical survey on file. 

The Kennedy bridge because of ita 
location, good construction and de- 
sign has attracted the attention of 
тпапу persons, Frederick Polley, In- 
dianapolis artist, made a Sketch of 
the bridge which was published in 
The Star in May, 1932. Mr. Polley 
in expressing his observations on old 
Hoosier bridges at that time said: 

“The bridges are a connecting 
link with a pioneer past, when people 
built from hereditary tradition and 
personal judgment, and the Modern 
present, in which our people know 
the exact stress exerted by each tim- 
ber and the limit of weight carried 
by each truss and arch. 

“These old bridges were built, not 
by engineers trained in the science 
of bridge construction, but in many 
cases by local carpenters without 
definite scientific knowledge of the 
mathematical theory of structural 
design. And this is our great sur- 
prise that they are standing today, 
and that they are now doing noble 


| service and sturdily bearing up un- 


der modern traffic, not even dreamed 
of in the days they were built, 
"These bridges stand today ag 
monuments to the personal judgment 
of the men who built them and as 
memorials of honest craftsmanship 
to each man who labored with adz 
and drawing knife in the framing 
and in the erecting of the timbers,” 
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SCENE AT THE DEDICATION OF THE NEW INDIANA-ILLINOIS BRIDGE ACROSS 
THE WABASH AT HUTSONVILLE—This structure spanning the Wabash thirty miles 
south of Terre Haute will in time divert a lot cf traffic fom southern Illinois to Te 

Haute hiahwavs. / 25 
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"icm, Library 


Only blackened timbers and stone abutments remain of the Dooley Station 
covered bridge in northeastern Parke County after fire, reported to be of 
incendiary origin, destroyed the structure Sunday night. 


-Photo by Jim Wat<an 


The Dooley Station covered bridge as it appeared before it was destroyed 
by fire, This bridge was one of 39 within the boundaries of Parke County. 


-Photo by Max Harvey 


ISTC CHOIR 
TO SING 


Under the direction of Wendell 
Kumlien, assistant professor of 
music, the 70-voice Indiana 
State Teachers College A Cap- 
pella Choir will present a con- 
cert on Wednesday evening, Dec- 
ember 14, at 8:15 o'clock at the 
Clinton High School gymnasium. 

The concert is being sponsored 
by the Alpha Alpha Chapter (Ver- 


million and Parke Counties) of 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society, 
International, 

Also appearing on the concert 
program will be Indiana State's 
Madrigal Singers conducted by 
Hilmer E, Jacobson, associate 
professor of music, 

Teachers from Vermillion and 
Parke Counties comprise the А1- 
pha Alpha chapter of Delta Kap- 
paGamma, The chapter's aim is 


то bring outstanding entertain- 
ment into the communities and 
add to the scholarship fund for 
future teachers. 

Area groups for the sale of 
tickets for the concert have been 
organized in Cayuga, Clinton, 
Dana, Rockville, Turkey Run, 
and Montezuma, The Montezuma 
group includeFauniel Russell and 
Geraldine Ayres, 

The Indiana State A Cappella 
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Fire destroys one of Parke 
County’s 39 covered bridges 


One of Parke County's 39 cov- 
ered wooden bridges, the Dooley 
Station Bridge in the northeastern 
section of the county, was des- 
troyed by fire, Sunday night. 

Six young men, ranging in ages 
from 17 to 21, were being held in 
the Parke County Jail at Rock- 
ville, Tuesday, suspected of hav- 
ing set the fire which destroyed 
the structure, 

Arraigned before Judge Clar- 
ence G, Powell were: 

David Bousman, 17, Rockville. 

James Wheatfill, 21, Judson г.г. 
Donald Fisher, 17, Rockville г. г. 3 
Lance Pefley, 19, Rockville r.r. 4 
Daniel Furr, 20, Rockville 

Billy Norton, 18, Judson г.г. 

Their cases are continued un- 
til Dec, 17 and each young man 
jis presently at liberty under 
$2000 bond. 

The six are reported to have 
driven to the bridge in Bousman's 
car, sprinkling kerosene on the 
bridge and setting it on fire. No 
motive for the action was given. 


The fire was discovered about 
9:30 Sunday night. Residents in 
the area reported the flames 
burned quickly through the 43- 
year-old structure, and the rem- 
nants of the bridge crumbled and 
fell into Little Raccoon Creek 


‘within an hour aud a half after 


the flames first were seen, Joe 
Long, a farmer residing near by, 
reported he had seen an auto- 
mobile speeding away from the 
bridge without lights just a few 
moments before it became appar- 
ent the bridge was on fire. 

He and Sam Link ran to the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Dooley and phoned fire depart- 
ments in Waveland and Bellmore 
and Parke County Sheriff Charles 
Cooper. State Police Detective 
George Kern and Sheriff Cooper 
were investigating the incident 
this week, 

It is believed, also, that the 
men being held may have been 
responsible for an act of vand- 
alism directedat the Thorpe Ford 


Choir is comprised of Indiana 
State students, and Conductor 
Kumlien said some of its talent 
is drawn from Vermillion and 
Parke County students, The cho- 
rus, he added, gives the students 
who enjoy singing an opportunity 
to channel their abilities into an 
ensemble of musical merit and 
to broaden their fundamental en- 
joyment of music. 

In developing the choir's ver- 
satility, Conductor Kumlien re- 
ports that a varietyof special 
numbers has been developed in- 
cluding music of earlv Renais- 
sance masters and contemporary 
composers, The concert program, 
hesaid, will include carols from 
various countries as well as 
Christmas Motets, Madrigals, and 
Part Songs, 


Goldie Morris spent from Tue- 
sday until Sunday with her dau- 
ghter Mr, and Mrs. Lynn Mur- 
dock and family of Graysville. 

Mr. and Mrs, Paul Johnson were 
Sunday dinner guests of Mr. and 
Mrs, S. N. Johnson of Dana. 


Bridge in the soutnwestcrn part of 
the county near Rosedale. At thc 
time the Dooley Station bridge 
fire was reported, Sheriff Cooper 
was investigating reported vand- 
alism at the Thorpe Ford bridge 
where it was found that heavy 
road equipment had been moved 
onto the bridge. This bridge is 
being replaced with a new bridge, 
but plans are to preserve the 
wooden bridge as a memorial, 
The Dooley Station Bridge was 


built in 1917. It was expected to 
become Greene Township's only 
remaining covered bridge as the 
Portland Mills bridge is due to be 
torn down soon, Another bridge 
in Greene Township was washed 
away three years ago by high 
waters, 

County officials, Tuesday, 
said it would cost from $20,000 
to $30,000 to replace a span 
across the creek at the site of the 
Dooley Station bridge. 


Parke Circuit 
Court News 


COURT ACTIONS: 


Nancy Taylor b/n/f Delbert 
Sykes; vs Danny Taylor; divorce, 

State of Indiana vs Robert Ed- 
ward Suddoth, age 25; robbery, 
Defendant arraigned, entered 
plea of guilty, but court refused 
to accept plea at this time and 
remanded him to custody of the 
Sheriff for the time being. 


MARRIAGE LICENSES: 


Robert Earl Payne, 63, farmer, 
Fairbury, Ill. , and Mary F. Good, 
58, Marshall, г.г. 1. 

Charles Lewis Lawhorn, 20, 
Funk Bros. employee and Sharon 
Kay Vandivier, 18; both of Rock- 
ville. 

Murrel Ray Lientz, 27, con- 
struction worker and Mary Mar- 
tha Bennett, 19, both of Mecca, 


TRANSFERS; 


Leston L. Alword et ux to Char- 
les Leo Garrigus et ux, lot 8, 
Busenbark Subdivision, Rockville. 

Herman С. Pyle et ux to Charles 
E. Philpott et ux, lot 28, Alfred 
Hobson Addition, Marshall. 

Maria Luella Wilson, by Admr, 
to Harry Ramsay et ux, Adm. 
Deed, 180 acres in Greene Twp. 

Mary P. Turnipseed et vir to 
Owen Staggs, et ux, 56 acres, 
Raccoon Township. 

John W. Mershon et ux to Mar- 
tin V. Mershon et ux, property 
in Liberty Township. 

Hazel Frost to Gerald Bayless 
et ux, 50/100 acre, Penn Twp. 


TUESDAY SCORES 


Rosedale, 56; Montezuma, 42 
Dana, 82; Hillsdale, 25 
Clinton, 62; State High, 53 
St. Ветісе. 55; Mecca, 49 
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36th Annual Parke County Covered Bridge Festival 


Every October Parke County, Indiana spotlights its 33 covered bridges and offers 

visitors a wonderful festival experience! This event is ranked as one of the "top 100" festivals 

in the United States by the American Bus Association. This year's Covered Bridge Festival is 
October 9 through 18. The Festival Headquarters ( on the Rockville Town Square) hours are 

9 to 5 Sun.-Thurs., and 9 to 6 Fri. & Sat, Billie Creek Village is open each of the 10 days from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. , except Saturdays and Monday when it remains open until 6:30 p.m. Rockville 
is located 50 miles due west of Indianapolis on US 36. Billie Creek Village is located one mile 
east of Rockville, IN on US Hwy. 36. Excellent accommodations are located only 30 minutes 


away in Terre Haute, Indiana. 


Welcome ... 


To Indiana’s historic Parke County - home to thirty three 
Covered Bridges. Parke County’s Covered Bridges are over a 
century old and for all this time the history of this beautiful, 
rural area of central Indiana has been written in the bridges. 
Step back in time and enjoy these precious antiques and savor 
a little country living. 

Start at Festival Headquarters on the Square. Here you can 
shop the huge tents filled with crafts and enjoy homemade 
foods. The information booth will provide you with a color- 
coded map of the bridges and information on activities. A tour 


through Billie Creek Village takes you "back in time"... hear the 
“clang” of a blacksmith’s anvil, the ring of a school bell and the 
"clop" of a horse drawn wagon. Billie Creck Village offers a 
stroll through history at a leisurely pace. 

We extend to you a very warm invitation “to come visit.” 
Hope to see you very soon! 


Anne Lynk, Parke County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Doug Weisheit, General Manager, Billie Creek Village 


Ticket Please ... 


School Bus Tour 

Cost for the bus tours of the 33 Covered Bridges is $7. 
Covered Bridge Tours are guided by Parke County folks, warm 
and friendly people who might spin a yarn or two about when 
they were young or tell a tale that their Grandpa told them. 
Make your choice of the tours which will include Covered 
Bridges and picturesque country villages which will welcome 
you with food and crafts. 


33 Covered Bridges 


Billie Creek Village 
Admission to Billie Creek Village is $3.00 per person for 


motorcoach groups with driver and one escort per coach 
admitted FREE. 

With your paid admission you receive: admission to the 
Village, 1 antique carousel ride, horse drawn wagon ride to the 
farmstead, mule-pulled wagon ride through the Leatherwood 
Station Covered Bridge , tractor-pulled shuttle rides to and 
from the Rockville Town Square , 30 guest craftsmen, the 
Village's 22 resident craftsmen and many museum-like 
buildings and exhibits. 


For thirty-six years, people from all over the world have come to view the historic Covered Bridges of Parke County which are 
scattered through central Indiana's gently rolling hills and decorated with fall’s vivid colors. 

The bridges were originally covered to protect the wooden floors from the elements. This building practice has preserved the 
bridges for over a hundred years. Two of Indiana’s master bridge builders lived in the town of Rockville, thus Parke County is heir 


to many of these relics of days gone by. 


All 33 of Parke County's covered bridges are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 


RESERVATIONS 


For Covered Bridge School Bus Tour call Joyce at (317) 569-5226. For Billie Creek Village call Doug at (317) 569- 
3430. For lodging information call the Terre Haute Convention & Visitors Bureau at (800) 366-3043. 
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FALL FOLIAGE TOURS 


If you’ve been thinking about a romantic getaway, no place in the Midwest offers more interesting, educational and, 
yes, romantic times than those spent at Parke County’s Covered Bridge Festival held in Rockville, Indiana on October 9 
through 18. Each year people come from all over the world to share in the “Romance of the Bridges.” 


Parke County’s Historic Covered Bridges are over a century old and for all this time the history of this beautiful, 
rural area of central Indiana has been written in the Bridges. As you pass through the Bridges you can see those 
familiar declarations of “Tom loves Sally” and “I Love You Becky” for all the world to see. (Don’t do it now - we 
prosecute heavily for defacing our beloved Bridges!). Maybe your Grandpa carved his initials on a momentous day in 
his life or your Uncle Jim used to climb up in the rafters when he was a boy. The area’s history is all recorded in the 
bridges. 


When you arrive in Rockville you can begin at the 
Tourist Information Center at the Old Depot, three blocks 
east of the square on Highway 36 or go to the Festival 
Headquarters on the square. (You can call 317-569-5226 for 
advance information.) Local people will be at the Festival 
Headquarters on the square from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays through Thursday and 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays. These friendly folks will assist you with maps 
and information. 


Parke County Folks love hosting the Covered Bridge Festival, 

“which is one of the nation’s largest gatherings. Stop and visit with 

the people in the Food Shacks around the town square. They will 
„serve you up some great country cooking along with a smile and words 
of welcome. Bring your appetite for you will want to sample several 

things. You can start with pork chops, ham sandwiches and bowls 

of steaming soup beans with cornbread. Save room for dessert for those 

with a sweet tooth will be in heaven. The smell of warm sweet crullers 

wafts across the square as you try the sliced apples with hot caramel 

sauce on top. You'll want to try them all! 


The main feature on the square are the big tents. Local crafters have worked all year to fill the tents with crafts, 
art work and the Farmers' Market. Be sureto take a walk around the square and notice the town's restoration of the turn 
of the century buildings. These lovely old buildings have been refurbished in their authentic Victorian colors. 


Surrounding towns with exotic names such as Tangier, Mecca and Montezuma all have their own displays of work by 


talented local crafts people and artisans. Quaint towns such as Rosedale, Bridgeton, and Bloomingdale are also 
waiting to welcome you. 


In the midst of the Covered Bridges and wooded streams you will find Billie Creek Village (one mile cast of 
Rockville on Highway 36) where you can take a walk back in time. Billie Creek is a recreation of a turn of the century 


village, complete with three Bridges and a farmstead. Here the children can pet the animals and you can sec 
demonstrations of old-time pioneer ways. 


The old Opera House is the home to the Parke Players who are celebrating their 21st season. You'll probably s 
to get tickets to see the melodrama which is presented during the Festival. Save some time to visit the Museum, An 
Gallery and the Quilt and Antique Shows. 


| Come live a little of the History of the Bridges with us in Parke County. Now don’t forget when you cross the 
bridges you're supposed to make a wish - it will probably be that you'll come back again - and we hope you wale 


“ 
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What makes Billie 


Specialty Crafts 


Billie Creek Village will host some 25 
specialty craftsmen” during the 10 day 
Covered Bridge Festival. 

Craft Items that are not only unique, 
but of the finest quality. A few of those 
include: 


Doll Maker - beautiful hand crafted 
porcelain dolls are one of a kind 
beauties that are individually hand 
made piece by piece. 


Woodcarver - wooden figurines of all 
shapes and sizes create a fascinating 
display. Santa's are a particular favorite. 
They range in size from 2 to 12 inches 
and are from old world to carly 
American styling. 

Corn Husk Art - angels, ducks and 
wrcaths come to life with each piece of 
corn husk. This artist starts with an ear 
of corn and finishes with a beautiful 
hand crafted specialty item. 

Basket Maker - natural reed baskets 
that аге hand ауса with walnut stain 
and hand painted. The flower, village, 
and covered bridge scenes are a must 
for the unique basket collector. 


Birch Beer - this gentlemen created а 
non-alcoholic beverage; a favorite of 
‘testival goers” for more than a decade. 
Depending on the weather, enjoy a cup 
from the "hot" simmering kettle or cool 
down with a bit poured over ice. 


Tatter - see the only demonstrating 
tatter in Parke County during the 
Covered Bridge Festival. lt is a delight 
to watch the intricate patterns being 
made by this old time craft. 

Master Wood worker - offers hand 
crafted country pieces of northern white 
pine such as quilt racks, doll cradles, 
assorted shelves, but his wooden 
perpetual calendars are a favorite 
purchase for festival goers. 


These are only a few highlights, the 
Village is filled with jams, jellies, honey, 
chocolate, quilts, dried herbs/flowers, 
hand sewn dolls and wall hangings, 
cloth rabbits and more. The Billie 
Creek General Store alone carries over 
35,000 hand made craft items. 

Many of the craftsmen show their 
wares in display fashion and perform 
their actual "craft" right before you. 


Village Crafters and 


Demonstrations 
Weaver 
Tatter 
Broom Maker 
Woodworker 
Potter 
Woodburner 
Candle Maker 
Quilter 
Artist - oil & water color 
Seamstress 
Cider Maker 
Sorghum Maker 
Furrier 


Blacksmith 


Knitter 
Toll Painter 
Lye Soap Maker 
Herbist 


Creek Village Special ? 


Antique Carousel 


A restored antique turn-of-the- 
century carousel will be on the Village 
grounds for educational discussion and 
entertainment! The is the first-ever 
attraction, to Billie Creek Village, will 
display shiny horses and benches along 
with the history of this most popular 
turn-of-the-century invention. The first 
ride is FREE with each paid admission. 
Additional rides are 50 cents each. 


Christmas at the Farmhouse 


Experience a rural turn-of-the- 
century Christmas... a hand-blown 
ornaments and strings of popcorn 
decorate a live country cedar trcc. 

FREE taste of wassail and learn about its 
history. 'Enjoy country decorations, 
warm fireplaces, the glow of oil lamps 
and friendly farmhouse folk. 
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Horse Pulled Wagon Rides 


Billie Creek Village is famous tor its 
horse-pulled wagon rides. “Maybelle 
and Sue" (the mares) will delight vour 
group with a slow walk to the Farmhouse 
and back. 


Billie Creek Village Offers 
Daily Entertainment 


Billie Creek Village has lots of 
entertainment lined up for the Parke 
County Covered Bridge Festival. All 10 
days you can hear turn-of-the-century 
“good ole fashioned" hymn-sings in the 
Union Baptist Church at 10:00 a.m., 
noon, 2:00 p.m.and 4:00 p.m. each day. 

Weekends will be highlighted with 
"old time" church services each Sunday 
at 10:00 a.m., the "strolling Singing 
Cowboy" who plays the World's Largest 
Guitar from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
the "America's Home Town Brass 
Touring Band" from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. on 
Saturdays and 4 to 5:00 p.m. on Sundays. 

As you can see, Billie Creek Village 
offers plenty of enjoyment right up until 
"closing." So you can make Billie Creek 
Village either your first or last stop 
during your Parke County Covered 
Bridge Festival visit... enjoy a concert, a 
dish of sassafras ice cream, farmhouse 
dinners (reservations preferred), great 
shopping and lots of friendly folks. 


Billie Creek Village 
Entertainment Schedule 


October 9-18, 1992 


Hymn-sings 


One-Room Schoolhouse Classes 


"Strolling Singing Cowboy” 


"America's Home Town Brass Band" 


"Old Time" Church Services 
"Strolling Singing Cowboy" 


"America's Home Town Brass Band" 
One-Room Schoolhouse Classes 


"1812 Overture Concert" 
Fireworks Display 
"Strolling Singing Cowboy" 


"Hoosier Prairie Folk Singers" 
"America's Home Town Brass Band" 


"Old Time" Church Services 
"Strolling Singing Cowboy" 


"America's Home Town Brass Band" 


2 Concert & 
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The Billie Creek Village fields “will 
come to life with five high school bands, 
music and fireworks on Monday 
evening at 5:30 p.m. This October 12, 
1992 event is a perfect way to end your 
day at the Covered Bridge Festival! 

Five local high school bands and drill 
teams will join for this 4th Annual 
outdoor concert. Each school will 
perform a short solo selection and then 
all will join for the "grand finale" -- the 
"1812 Overture.” 

The Guest Conductor will be Doug 
Kiser, Director of Marching Bands- 
Indiana State University. 

As the Overture begins, so will the 
fireworks!!! Acrials, cannons and smoke 
will provide a thrilling background for 
this Classic Overture! 

The concert will begins at 5:30 p.m. 
and fireworks end around 6:15 p.m. The 
Village will remain open for your 
shopping enjoyment until 6:30 p.m. 


In 1991, "The Indianapolis Star" 
selected Billie Creek Village as 
it's Weekend Pick for the 2nd 
weekend of the festival. It also 
named BCV as the 
"Entertainment Capitol of 

the Covered Bridge Festival." 


"America's Home Town 
Touring Brass Band" 
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ча During the Covered Bridge Festival Visitors have TO 

4to5 opportunity to hear some "lively" and creative entert? » 
at Billie Creek Village. This group of "5," are members 0 

902 Indianapolis Symphony and most are residents ошагы: 3 

5:30 County. The five piece brass ensemble performs "rag-time, 

6:15 lively marches and a bit of comedy! Their specialty is pns M 

1104 "gazebo type concert” so the Billie Creek Gazebo makes e 

1to3 feel right at home! You can hear this group at Billie Cree di 

4 to 6:30 Village each Saturday of the Festival from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. а 

10:00 each Sunday from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. ет 

1104 Billie Creek Village is located one mile east of Rockville, 

4to5 Indiana on U.S. 36. 


Expand Your Tour with 
Terre Haute Extra ! 


Extend your trip to West Central Indiana and visit 
Terre Haute, one of Indiana's friendliest cities. In 
earlier days, Terre Haute was called "Crossroads of 
America" because of the buffalo traces, Indian trails, 
blazed cart tracks and widened wagon roads that 
converged here. Terre Haute is still known as the 
“Crossroads of America," but for different reasons. The 
Indian trails have developed into the major highways 
and interstates of today, several of which still 
converge in Terre Haute. 

Terre Haute, located 22 miles south of Rockville has 
terrific extras to offer the motorcoach traveler. Groups 
of all ages and interests can find many ways to spend a 
fun filled day in Terre Haute. 

The Historical Museum of the Wabash Valley is a 
restored 1868 Victorian home with 12 rooms of exhibits 
including the original Coca-Cola bottled designed in 
Terre Haute. Farrington's Grove Historical District is 
on the National Register of Historic Districts and 
offers a delightful look at period structures and their 
place in history. 
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The Eugene Debs Home, Sheldon Swope Art Museum 
and the Fire and Police Museum are excellent additions 
to the itinerary. Also popular is Fowler Park's Pioncer 
Village features 11 authentic log buildings set in an 
1840's era village. 

Add a tour of the beautiful campuses of St. Mary-of- 
the-Woods College, Rose-Hulman or Indiana State 
University. Art galleries, modern research and unique 
extras on each campus add to the tour itinerary. 

Sports fans will enjoy Larry Bird's Boston Connection 
where all of Larry Bird's memorabilia is located. You 
can even try out Larry's high school basketball goal! 

Terre Haute offers more than 200 restaurants from 
several cafeterias to finer dining. For a meal stop or 
dessert break , there is something for every taste in 
Terre Haute. 

Shopping in Terre Haute is excellent with five 
shopping centers throughout town. The newest 
addition, Petticoat Junction offers a variety of antiques, 
home-made crafts and gift items.. 

To learn more about Terre Haute's many attractions, 
call the Convention & Visitor's Bureau at (800)366-3043 
and ask for your FREE Tour Planner's Manual. 


Tours New For 1992 


Parke County is known as the "Covered Bridge Capitol of 
the World." Our love of fine old things has led us to preserve 
33 of these weathered and aged covered bridges. They are 
tucked in among trees, hills and hollers all over the county. 

We offer a tour package for up to 44 people which 
includes a guided covered bridge tour and a visit to Billic 
Creek Village. Each tour takes approximately 2 hours. 
Festival tours take approximately one hour longer. 

Visitors will be treated to glorious scenery and at least 4 
covered bridges on each route. Tours begin at the Depot in 
Rockville or at Billie Creek Village. Parke County, Inc. also 
Offers custom tours to suit the particular needs of any 
motorcoach group. 

On weekdays ,except during the festival, motorcoach 
groups may tour Billie Creek Village free of charge. 
However, arrangements may be made for craft 
demonstrations and a mule-pulled wagon ride at $3.00 per 
person with coach driver and escort admitted free. 

During the Covered Bridge Festival this joint tour 
package is available, however, separate reservations for bus 
tours and Billie Creek Village tours are required. 

Guided bus tours are offered year round. For information 
regarding the joint tour package please call or write the 
Tourist Information Center, PO Вох 165, Rockville, IN 47872, 
317-5619-5226. 


The dates for the 1993 Maple Fair are February 22 and 23 and Feb. 29 and March 1. 


Maple syrup is made from sugar water that comes from hard maple trees and 
boiled down until it is maple syrup with no additives of any kind. Guided tours of 
the sugar camps are the highlight of the Fair. The processing of the sweet sugar 
water to a golden maple syrup is a unique demonstration. In addition to tours of 
the sugar camps, sausage and pancakes with maple syrup will be served from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on both weekends. For those preferring another choice, a sandwich 
lunch is served from noon until 5:00 p.m. 
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E MAPLE FAIR 
The sunny, crisp days of late winter signal the cOehiRg #92 RA fal 388 ke 
County Maple Fair. Syrup is usually started after the last long, hard freeze is past. 


Headquarters for Maple Fair is located at the 4-H Fairgrounds, one mile north 
of Rockville on Highway 41. Along with meals, the maple syrup producers offer 
their products as well as information on syrup making. The Raccoon Valley China 
Painters offer a variety of hand-painted jewelry and china to delight the eye. 
Members of the Covered Bridge Art Association feature an exhibit and 
demonstrations by local artists. 


The Commercial Building also at the Fairgrounds is open from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. and is filled with country treasures of food and crafts, all made by Parke 
County folks. Again this year the butcher shop will offer hams, bacon and sausage 
along with other meats so you can take home a little of that country flavor. 


The Parke County players will do their spring production entitled "The 
Foreigner" at the old opera house - now the Ritz Theatre. Bridgeton, located just 
south of Rockville, which boasts an old mill, a restored Covered Bridge and quaint 
shops will be open all day. The Mansfield Roller Mill will be open from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Visitors may tour the Parke County Historical Museum from 12 to 4 
p.m. and the Covered Bridge Art Gallery 10 to 5 weekdays and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. 

Group tours for Parke County's Maple Fair can be pre-scheduled by calling 
Joyce at the Tourist Information Center (317) 569-5226. 


1993 Horseless Carriage Auto Show 


The first Horseless Carriage Antique and Classic Car Show will be held May 
23, 24, and 25th. Bring your own collectors' automobile and tour Parke County in 
early Spring. Dogwood and redbud decorate the countryside and you can travel 
at your leisure. Competition will be in both classic and antique car categories. 
Hold hands at the movies while you watch those favorite oldies - maybe you 
yearn to revive those memories of James Dean and Elvis. Dress up and dance to 
the hits of the fifties in the evening. Call the Parke County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau at 317-569-5226 for information and registration. 


Holiday Inn/Holidome 
I-70 & US 41 


Larry Bird’s Boston Connection 
US 41, 2 miles N of 1-70 


Signature Inn 
I-70 & US 41 


Best Western 
1-70 & US 41 


Days Inn 
I-70 & US 41 


Knights Inn 
I-70 & 0841 


Motel 6 
I-70 & US 41 


Super 8 
I-70 & US 41 


Travelodge 
US 41, 2 miles N of I-70 


Dollar Inn 
I-70 & US 41 


Midtown Motel 
US 41, 2 miles N of I-70 


Maple Leaf Motel 
US 41 & 63 


Questions? 


For more information on Terre Haute's attractions, lodging or meal stop possibilities, contact 
the Terre Haute Convention & Visitors Bureau at (800) 366-3043, Eastern Standard Time. 


COVERED BRIDGE LODGING 


The following Terre Haute hotels would love to host your group 
during the Parke County Covered Bridge Festival. АП of the hotels have 
experience handling groups and will make your stay a most enjoyable one. 


CONTACT 


Joyce Burdine 
(812) 232-6081 


Jeanne Stanbaugh 
(812) 235-3333 


Steve Danielson 
(812) 238-1461 


Sandi Treaster 
(812) 234-7781 


Lori Hunget 
(812) 234-4268 


Jack Mannis 
(812) 234-9931 


Donna Benton 
(812) 238-1586 


Misty Murrey 
(812) 232-7075 


Joann Buelow 
(812) 232-7075 


Diana Benton 
(812) 232-8006 


Larry Jones 
(812) 232-0383 


Nick Ooka 
(812) 234-1006 


NOTABLE QUOTES 


“The Indiana Turn-of-the-Century À. 
festival experience.” festival 
- Susan Bayh, 
First Lady of Indiana 


“This slice of Americana is truly some- 
thing to behold.” 
- Vincennes Sun- 
Commercial 


“Come and share in the Romance of the 
Bridges.” 
- The Independent 
News 


Billie Creek Village “hailed as the turn- 
of-the-century experience... and so it is!” 
- Terte Haute 

Tribune Star 


"Iwisting country roads, thirty-three 
covered bridges and dazzling landscapes 
make Parke County in western Indiana 
an autumn paradise." 
- Midwest Living 
Magazine 


Their remarkable preservation is a result 
of the county's admiration for these 
venerable relics." 

- Ford Times Magazine 
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The citizens of Parke County welcome you to this our first annual 
Covered Bridge Festival. We hope you enjoy seeing some of our 39 
Covered Bridges and our scenic beauty on the three tours totalling 134 
miles, and that you will want to come to our next Festival or at any 
time of the year. Our county is just as beautiful in the spring when the 
red bud and dogwood trees are in bloom. 


We request of you—kindly but firmly—to drive carefully on our 
county roads which are in many places very narrow, with sharp, blind 
turns, and last June’s flood seriously damaged our roads. Always drive 
in the direction indicated on the map. Finally, please do not throw 
lighted cigarettes out of car along the route. Do not destroy our scenic 
beauty with FIRE. 


ACTIVITIES 


FRIDAY — Free Covered Bridge Lecture with colored slides by Glenn 
Harvey of Turkey Run Inn. Inquire at headquarters for time and place. 


SATURDAY — Barbecue Chicken Dinner at 4-H Fairgrounds, serving at 
6:00; tickets $1.50. Square Dance with the Parke County musicians, 
Rocky Fork Ramblers, at the Fairgrounds at 8:30; tickets 75c. Free 
lecture on Covered Bridges as on Friday. 


SUNDAY — Pancake Breakfast with Parke County Maple Syrup at 
Rockville school cafeteria; serving 7:30-9:30; tickets 75c. 


BUS TOURS 
A school bus will go on each of the three routes, Saturday and Sun- 
day, leaving Headquarters at 9:00 A.M. and 1:00 P.M. Time subject to 
revision. Tickets on routes 1 and 2 (over 50 miles) are $2.00; on route 
8 (30 miles), $1.50. Tickets at Headquarters. There will be an announcer 
on each bus to explain the bridges, scenery and historical points of inter- 
est. 


LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS 
There is a desk at headquarters with information about lodging ac- 
commodations for the convenience of our guests. 


я а PARKE COUNTY PRODUCTS 
In addition to the agricultural, natural resources and manufacturers 
exhibits in Headquarters, we call your attention to the display of gift 
items by Parke County Products, Inc. These are for sale. This is a 
project of the Párke County Longtime Planning Committee to encourage 
our citizens to commercialize their hobbies. 


CONCESSION STANDS 


On Routes 1 and 2 there will be two concession stands and one on 
Route 3. Hot and cold soft drinks, sandwiches, pie, cake, etc., also 
various home products, will be sold by local groups. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


The Committee welcomes requests for assistance in arranging special 
tours for groups to tour the Covered Bridges at any time of the year. 


Please feel free to ask any of us for information. 
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i — Ву А. R. Markle. 
Through an error in copying old 
deed record one, the new record 


tells us that Terre Haute was se- 
lected as the most "digible" site 
Тог the seat of justice, and while 
[the term in the original was “eli- 
gible” instead, the newer one was 
a fairly close resemblance to the 
p upon which were laid out the 
streets. If not digible, they were 
ет washable. 


From the very first records of the 

gd town board, there was trouble 
with the streets. They simply 
"would not stay put. 
_ With every heavy rainfall, the 
water either ran off fast and-car- 
еа the sandy soil with it or stood 
in ponds and mud holes on the 
itreets. 

I With the ground frozen in the 
winter charts and drays made their 
"way well enough, but with the com- 
Ing of spring and the thaws, grief 
and trouble came also. While 
Terre Haute meant “high ground” 
to the French, it meant something 
eise when the water from Fifth, 

urth, Market and other streets 
made its way by gravity to the 
r ver. 

„The highest ground was at Fifth 
and Oak streets at the southeast 
corner of the town and the lowest 
lével was near First and Chestnut 
s'reets and the ‘cascades that ran 
‘down Ohio and Wabash created 
hayoc with the surface of the 
‘streets. 

‘Various plans were adopted to 
get rid of the heavy flow. but all 
of them had in mind the carrying 
off of the surplus water from one 
street to another. The later street 
then became a source of trouble 
when the added water dumped on 
it multiplied the problem for it. 

; One of the earliest solutions that 
was satisfactory to all concerned 
was that of Curtis Gilbert who 
owned the lot now occupied by the 
county jail. Repeated washing down 
the steep bank tended to wash 
away his lot, so he secured the per- 
mission of the board to run the 
water from Ohio north in the alley 
between First and Water and let it 
€ down the lot to the north. By 
this means he graded his lot and 
ayoided any damage to the other. 
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Stories of the Canal Bridges 


Vip © 


t1 Corduroy Streets, 


"The duties of а street commis- 
sioner devolved on the marshal 
vhen it came to minor affairs but 
in the case of actual obstruction of 
the street as happened so many 
times he could only report the mat- 
ter to the council and they could 
t&ke any action necessary to abate 
the trouble. 

"At one time it was found neces- 
sary to lay logs along the middle 
of Market street to confine the 
travel to the west side of the street, 
s6 bad were the mud holes and so 
impassable the rest of the street. 

-In some cases trouble was ex- 
perienced with stumps that re- 
mained of the original forest 
growth. One such instance brought 
ahout the grading of Market street 
Жена. and, Walnut 
by. i8. Minor at.a-cost-ef- over 
$400.00 but with $49.35 added for 
payment to Isaac Thomas for 395 
cubic yards of earth not covered by 
Minor's contract. , 

This was іп 1838, and it was рго- 
posed to locate the Market House 
'n this square which was probably 
the inspiration for the grading. In 
that case it was a loss of money for 
tae council bought elsewhere and 
built at the northwest corner of 
Fourth and Walnut streets. 

A worse situation existed in 
April, 1839, when it was necessary 
to instruct the marshal to remove 
the fence that closed Poplar street 
west of Seventh. 

With the purchase and opening 
lof Wocdlawn in 1839, if became 
jnecessary to open Market street to 


| tioned. 
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reach it, and the mayor was in- à 
structed to attend to it as far as LEN- Ü 
the north corporation line, and the /Klf?»as Ca) 
supervisor of roads in the county y com Я 
was to be called upon to open it > 
from there to what is now Fourth 

avenue. 


A hole in First street at the time 
was cunsidered to be a source of 
danger, but the marshal reported 
that it was so far to one side of 
the street that “wagons and other IN 
vehicles would have to go entirely > 
out of the traveled road to get into 
it,’ and no action was needed on 
his part. 

In August the committee bn 
streets reported that there was & 
bad mudhole in Wabash street be- 
tween lots 17 and 40, and recom- 
mended an appropriation of $20, or 
as much of it as would be needed 
to repair it and dig ditches along 
the east side of Fourth to draw off: 
the stagnant water. These lots face o 


Progress Deferred. О | 


Wabash from Fourth to Fifth, and m 
as late as the eighties drays and Uy 
wagons often stuck in the mud 

there. 


In 1842, both Market and Fourth 
were reported as being almost іт- 
passable from Wabash to Chestnut! 
and the committee appointed to fol- 
low out the recommendations of 
the mayor's report found them to 
be even worse than he had reported 
them. 

Fully aware, the committee re- 
ported, of the hardness of the times 
and the difficulty to be had in 
raising the funds needed for their 
improvement, they still thought 
that labor could be had more 
cheaply than heretofore and while 
the cost of permanent improvement 
was great, yet anything less would 
be money lost. Therefore they re- 
luctantly advocated the passage of 
an ordinance to improve by grad- 
ing according to the plans, both 
streets the entire length men- 


Hardly had the troubles with the 
streets and their repair been solved 
than there rose another source of 
worry. 


Wh the completion of the Wa- 
bash and Erie canal to ‘Terre 
Haute, there rose the question as 
to the bridges erected over it at! 
the crossings of the streets. 

The canal commission held that 
they had a right of way from the 
state and that as such commis- 
sioners they were a part of the 
state government and were not 
authorized to build or maintain the 
bridges. This became an issue al- 
most at once in the case of Chest- 
nut street and being presented to 
| Thomas Dowling, the commissioner, 
he very diplomatically ruled that 
while he did not have to build 
them, in the interest of good 
neighborliness, the canal would do 
so in this instance, 

As the cross cut work proceeded 
the bridges across some of the 
streets were fixed bridges and in 
order to get clearance for the mules) 
on the tow path, they were of nec-, 
essity built high above the canal 
апа this created very steep ap- 


proaches with consequent difflculty 
‘for: the. teamstere and. ihelr. денй. 
. Canal Wage Dispute. > 


Apparently the bridge at Market 
street was a “pivot” or turn bridge 
with which no difficulty was ex- 
perienced for a complaint made 
years later as to the high bridges, 
made note of the existence of such 
a bridge there and eventually that 
type was used for the other street 
crossings with a few exceptions. 
One of these was the crossing at 
Wabash and Ninth and One-half 
streets. There the canal was con- 
siderably below the level of the 
street and that bridge was not only 
on or about the-level of Wabash, 
but was also a heavier structure 
and of the covered type that was 
so frequent in those days but of 


which only one now exists in the 
county. 

Almost ten years was to elapse 
between the controversy over the 
Market street and Chestnut street 
bridges, due to the fact that the 
Cross Cut Canal was projected 
коте dozen years before the Wa- 
bash & Erie reached Terre Haute 
and traffic from Fort Wayne and 
the Lakes moved entirely through 
‘to the Ohio at Evansville, but the 
canal was a subject of much dis- 
cussion during the most of that 
time, 

Complaints varying from the odor 
of water, to the custom of men and 
boys swimming in it, kept it promi- 
nently before the people and much 
of the old records are filled with 
ordinances referring to it. н 

The final solution of the water 
that collected on North Third and 
Fourth streets was made when 
consent was had to turn it down 
Chestnut street and overa “tumble” 
at Third under the Linseed Oil Mill 
of James Hook just north of Chest- 
nut street. From there it made its 
way to the river by way of the 
canal and the basin. 

Not until the late fifties were 
the streets provided with curbs and 
gutters and still another generation 
was to come before solid pave- 
ments were to arrive with stone 
or concrete curbing and suitable 
sidewalks that did away with the 
mud. 

A failure of one project for cheap 
pavement was the experiment of, 
using burnt clay as paving mate- 
rial on Wabash from Ninth and 
One-half to the railroad. The 
‘material proved even worse than 
the mud had been and only created 
a stronger movement for brick 
pavement which soon followed. 
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5, S." million eontraet for! 
‘\the construction of the new Ind. | 

63 bridge over the Wabash) 
River was expected to be let; 
Friday by the Indiana State 
t Highway Commission. 
} On completion, the new bridge 
near the present Ind. 63 bridge 
at the northeast corner of Terre 
aute will provide river cross- 
ling for southbound traffice on 
the state highway while the ex- 
isting bridge, now two-way. will 
become the northbound route. 

Its ail part of a $1214 pop 
project converting Ind. 63 “al 
dual lanes over the 17 miles be 
tween Terre Haute and Clinton. 

Apparent low bidder for the 
new bridge construction was 
Touslev Bixler Construction Co..| 
Indianapolis, with a bid of $2, " 
362.145. — 

In other hid openings Thurs-| 
day, a bid of $3,321.345 was the) 
оу one submitted for construc” 
‘tion of 5.5 miles on U.S. 41 in 
Sullivan County including a 
bridge over Middle Fork Creek, 
The sale bid was submitted as 
а joint venture by Ralph Rog- 
ers. Inc, Bloomington. and 
Green Construction Co. of Ini 
iana. Oaktown. 

о County projects, in addi 
‘tion to the Ind. 63 bridge, ad 
clude resurfacing on U.S. 41 апа! 
Ind, apparent low bidder at, 

m Wabash Valley Asphalt. 
Eo. erre Таше, and a bridge 
Ви US- 150 over Coal Creek. 
Е. Н. Allen. rene. Vin е) 
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CHECKING TRAFFIC on area highway 
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s while construction of a new Ind. 63 bridge over the 


ide U.S. 41 | 
-Wabash River grew near were these officials and civic leaders. Observed alongs | 
near the I-70 interchange were (from the left) Congressman John T. Myers R—7th Dist.); 


hamber ї Commerce executive vice president: Bernard Carney, president |, 
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Fire Ruins Treas 
Old Bridge i 


By HOWARD STEVENS 
Tribune State Editor 


ROSEDALE, ind. — One of Parke 
County's treasured covered bridges — 
Red Bridge — has been destroyed by 
fire. apparently the work of vandals. 

The old bridge over Big: Raccoon 
Creek was one of 36 covered bridges 
featured during the county's 20th annual 
Parke County Covered Bridge Festival. 
It's loss leaves the county with 35 
covered bridges — stil niost of any 
county in the U.S. 1 


Located just iw of here on a county: 


road. the bridge carried. travelers for 
nearly 100 vears and had just recently 
been refurbished for the festival. Resi- 
dents living in the area will now have to 
go several miles out of their way. 

Volunteer fire fighters reported they 
were summoned to the bridge the first 
time at 1:14 a.m.-Wednesday. A small 
fire was extinguished. causing little 
damage. 

An hour later. however, firemen were 
recalled to the historic span and found 
the whole structure in flames. Units 
from two departments said the bridge 
was engulfed in flames and they were 
.unable to save the wooden bridge. 

Harold Martin. Rosedale, assistant 
fire chief. indicated that someone had 
doused the structure With gasoline and 
set it afire. 
` The festival. which runs through Oct. 
17. attracts as many as 400.000 persons 
to the area. Federal. state and local 
funds have been earmarked for restora- 
tion of many of the old bridges and work 
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is progressing on several bridge pro- 
jects. + 


Although this is the first covered 
bridge to be destroyed by fire in recent 
vears. other bridges have fallen to van- 
dals. At one point. the county boasted of 
38 covered bridges. 

The old Red Bridge was located on one 
of the festival's four marked routes and 
traditionally drew large crowds of 
festival visitors to the site. The creek 
over which it passed has frequently been 
described as one of the most scenic in 
the area. 

In recent years. community pride here 
has been at a high level. resulting in the 
improvement: of the Town Hall. 104 N. 
Main St.. as well as other improvements 
in established buildings and historic ar- 
tifacts. The burning of the bridge is ex- 
pected to add fuel to the community's 
determination to improve the area. 

Charles Felkner. Rockviile, executive 
director. Parke County, Ince.. festival 
sponsor. termed destruction of the 
bridge "a cruel. senseless act." He in- 
dicated that directors of the festival 
may ask that a reward be offered for in- 
formation leading to the conviction of 
vandals who set the bridge on fire. 

"This type act is difficult to unders- 
tand. Our covered bridges represent our 
historic past and to destroy one is un- 
forgivable.” he said. 

Over the vears. a standard-standing 
reward is. offered for information 
regarding bridge destruction. That 
reward will be invoked in this instance, 
Felkner added. la 
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letter written on 
1851, by A. B. Condit from 
Clinton, Ind., to Joseph J. 


Daniels at Loveland, Cler- 

mont County, Ohio, tells of the first 

lans for construction of a covered 

ridge across the Wabash River at 
Clinton. 


“Friend Daniels — Dear Sir — I 
have been spending four or five 
days at this place,” Condit wrote. 
“There is to be a bridge built across 
the Wabash here. I have been 
making the necessary examination 
of the crossing facilities, of getting 
timber, stone, etc., with a view of 
bidding on the work. The estimates 
of cost have not been made yet, but 
I, L. Williams, Canal Engineer, is 
expected here in a few days to 
make the survey and estimate. It 
will be let this fall. The supposed 
cost is $25,000, from that to 
$30,000.” 
* Condit explained to the bridge 
builder that the stock was 
subscribed up to $25,000. Of this 
total, $16,700 was to the Wabash & 


Clark retired as 
The Tribune-Star 
women’s editor in 
1980. She has 
written a local his- 
tory column for 30 
years. She is Vigo 
County Historian. 


By Doroth 
Special to 


J. Clark 
he Tribune-Star 


Erie Canal, and the balance by the 
farmers and citizens of Clinton. He 
explained that “the pay is good, no 
question about that. Examine 
Local Laws 1850-51 for the Clinton 
Bridge Company, and you will see 
the charter.” 
Condit reported that Long’s plan 
was to be used, with probably four 
iers and two abutments. The 
ridge was to be 600 feet long. He 


— thought the 


job were very goo 
“I am acquainted with some of 


- the Directors myself,” he wrote, 


“and what is more lucky still, I find 
that even your fame has spread to 
this far corner of the world. Mr. 
William P. Dole, who is the leading 
man in the bridge matter, knows 
you and your father. His father 
worked with yours in Ohio.” 

Condit had represented himself 
to Dole as Daniels’ partner under 
the firm name “Daniels & Condit 
Bridge Builders.” He asked Daniels 
not to deny the partnership. 


They planned to bid on the whole 
project, with Condit taking the 
masonry and Daniels the 
superstructure, unless they de- 
cided to share. The partners 
planned to meet at Big Raccoon on 
or near Sept. 20 to make further 
plans for bidding. 

"On receipt of this (letter),” 
Condit wrote, ^write me at Terre 
Haute and tell me what you think 
about the matter. Did you ever 


Clinton 


build any biers yourself and do you 
know of any good boss masons 
among your acquaintances that 
can be had to superintend the 
work? Yours in haste, (signed) A. B. 
Condit." 


eckwith's history of 1880 
states that "any history of 
this section of Indiana 
would be incomplete 

without due mention of the 

venerable Joseph J. Daniels of 

Rockville, Parke County, one of the 

real historic characters of this 

locality and one of our worthiest 

citizens." . 


Daniels was born in Marietta, 
Ohio, on May 22, 1826. Of Yankee 
parentage, his father, Steven 
Daniels, was born in 1797, and his 
mother was Sophia Warren. Steven 
built houses first, then later 
bridges. In 1819 he moved to 
Olean, Pa., working as a carpenter, 
then moving to Ohio where he built 
bridges until his death in 1853. 

According to Beckwith, Joseph J. 


¿Vigo County Public 


Library 


Prl ge gap at 


Daniels began working with his 
father when a young man and 
continued until his death. In 1851 
he came to Parke County to build 
a bridge in Union Township, and 
on March 6, 1861, located 
permanently in Parke County.’ 


Most of the bridges in Parke 
County are monuments to his 
engineering skill and his honest 
workmanship. He built more than 
a dozen bridges in the county, and 
a dozen in Vermillion County, 
three in Putnam, two in 
Montgomery, and one in Vigo 
County, and at other points in 
Indiana. For many years he was 
the best known bridge builder in 
the western part of the state. 

Beckwith claimed, “He built his 
first bridge in Indiana near the 
town of Rising Sun in 1850. He also 
built many bridges in Ohio and 
Kentucky. In 1854 he became 
superintendent of the Evansville 
and Crawfordsville Railroad and 
moved to Evansville where he lived 
for two years before giving up the 


position.” 

According to a picture of the old 
toll bridge over the Wabash at 
Clinton, the bridge was built in. 
1857 and lasted for 42 years, until 
1899, when it was razed to make 
way for the “free” bridge. 

The destruction of the old cov- 
ered toll bridge spelled the end of 
an era in Clinton’s history. Clinton 
had changed from the days of the 
big steamboats with their blaring, 
whistles and the rafts loaded with 
cargo. River traffic was getting to 
be a thing of the past by the late 
1890s. 

Even those who were most sen- 
timental about the old bridge 
realized it was in the way of 
progress. The outdated bridge with 
its center draw span to allow large 
boats to pass through was no 
longer needed. 


‘ 
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blown into river 


uring the summer of 1897 
D two residents of Clinton, Dr. 

Henry Nebeker and William 
M. Hamilton, had a serious con- 
versation about the need for a new 
free bridge to replace the old 
covered toll bridge over the 
Wabash River. 

A few days later a petition was 
circulated asking the Vermillion 
County commissioners to call an 
election in Clinton Township for 
the purpose of voting on an ap- 
propriation of $25,000 toward the 
construction of a bridge at the foot 
of Blackman Street, one block from 
the toll bridge. 

Naturally this proposal was op- 
Гоч by Dr. J. Н. Bogart, the toll 

ridge owner, who argued that it 
was a scheme to tax the township 
for the benefit of Main Street 
merchants. The farmers came out 
solidly against the appropriation. 
By election day the bitter campaign 
ended in less than the necessary 60 
percent in favor. 

As soon as sufficient time had 
elapsed, another petition was 
circulated and another election was 
ordered for Feb. 3, 1898. This time 
it-was proposed to appropriate 
$12,000 by the township, and the 
county commissioners agreed to 
furnish the balance. 

Those responsible for the success 
of this action were White, presi- 
dent; M. L. Casey, secretary; James 
McVey; J. C. Crane; J. N. Frist; Dr. 
E. A. Aikman; and James A. Wilson 
— all members of the bridge 
committee and the newly organized 
Business Men's Association of Clin- 
ton. 


On a warm, sultry evening in 
August 1899, Bogart sat on the 

orch of his office on Mulberry 
Bireet. The last patients had gone 
home and the good doctor had a 

roblem — how to tear down the 
toll bridge in which he had controll- 
ing interest. 

Lie had sold the bridge to the 
county commissioners in February 
1892 for $4,500. They had 
permitted him to retain the bridge 
until they got ready to build the 
new one. Another condition of the 
sale was that he had to s van it 
to make room for the new free 
bridge. 

A storm was brewing as he sat 
there watching the sky. Suddenly 
a bolt of lightning flashed, followe 
by the boom of thunder, and Bogart 
sprang to his feet. His problem was 
solved! He walked across the street 
to the home of Henry Mills, a young 
electrician, to discuss his problem 
and get advice. 


He planned to wire the bridge, 
then send a strong electrical cur- 
rent through the wires, intending 
to destroy the wooden bridge 
without risking injury to anyone. 

It had occurred’ to him to use 
dynamite, of course, but pieces of 
timber would be flying in al 
directions and someone would be 
hurt. His plan to “electrocute” the 
bridge would allow the current to 
ау burn away the thick 
planks and beams qupporting e 
old covered bridge. e bridge 
would then collapse into the river. 


Even though Bogart was sen- 
timental about the old bridge, he 
realized that it was outmoded and 
must make way for progress. He 


hated to destroy the old landmark, 
but Clinton was changing. 


Once Clinton had been a river 
town with packing as its chief 
industry. But river traffic ground 
to a halt in the 1890s. During river 
days, there was no Main Street. 
The business district was on Water 
Street, with its packing houses and 
wharves for the trade. There also 
were some fine homes on Water 
Street. The Wabash & Erie Canal 
ran parallel with the river in this 
area. 


When the new coal industry 
came to Clinton, mine tipples 
sprang up like toadstools, and the 
boom was on. Men flocked into 
Clinton by the thousands to work 
in the mines. А new business 
district was opened by new young 
and progressive businessmen who 
wanted to see Clinton grow into a 

eat mining center. These were 
the men who demanded a new 
bridge. 

They contended that the old toll 
bridge was keeping trade from 
across the river away from Clinton. 
They believed out-of-town people 
would come to Clinton to shop if 
they did not have to pay toll. 


Carl Е. Balmer and Roscoe 
Russell helpeg Henry Mills wire 
the old bridge. They bored holes 
through the supporting timbers 
and drew wires through and 
around the holes. Weights were 
hung on the elements. Since elec- 
trical current wasn’t as strong as it 
is now, the problem was to get 
enough voltage to burn through the 
planks. 


By reversing the current, they 
stepped it up to a high amperage. 
This made the wires red hot, and 
in time the electricity cut the 
bridge into pieces so that the 
timber fell into the river in parts. 
The idea was to burn a span 
through the middle. This resulted 
in the span dropping in two pieces 
without burning the bridge. Not 
over 10 inches on each side of the 
plank was burned. Men with grap- 

ling hooks were stationed below in 
ats to salvage timber. 

Balmer, an employee of the 
powerhouse at that time, was the 
man who started the generator for 
this momentous occasion. The 
generatote limit was only 1,100 
volts. 


pw he whole town turned out to 
see the event, and the river 

banks were thronged with 

= spectators. erybody 
wondered just what exactly was 
going to happen as many wild 
rumors had been circulated. 
Nobody knew for sure, because 
Bogart and Mills were not saying. 
arly in the morning the current 
was turned on. The bridge was 
wired at the east end, and the draw 
span had been removed. The crowd 
waited patiently to see the show, 
but nothing happened. Then, good- 


naturedly, they began laughing: 


and making fun of the whole affair. 

Soon, however, they smelled 
smoke and saw that the electricity 
was slowly burning through the 
Stout planks and Жс In the 
afternoon the bridge started fall- 
ing, and piece by piece the timbers 
hit the water with a splash. The 
men hired as salvage crews 
retrieved the timbers. The crowd 
went wild, аер and yelling at 
the unusual sight. 

By late afternoon the old covered 
toll bridge was no more. All that 
was left were the stone piers and 
abutments which were to be used 
as the foundation for the new 
bridge, which in 1986 is now about 
130 years old. 

Shortly after the bridge fell, the 
news spread like wildfire 
throughout the country. 
Newspapers and magazines ran 
articles on the unusual engineering 
feat. Electrical engineers from all 
over the world wrote to Clinton 
inquiring how it was done. 

e old Clinton landmark passed 
into oblivion, but it went out in 
style, not with a whimper. Time 
had marched on, and covered 
bridges were no longer in style, 
especially toll bridges. Descen- 
dants of those who watched the 
bridge disappear probably would 
pay a toll to see it again. . 


ose who visit Parke County: 


each fall to see the remaining 
covered bridges would appreciate 
the old Clinton bridge. Any traveler 
of the nation's highways is all too 
familiar with toll roads апа 
bridges, so the circle has turned 
once again. 
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TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


August 8, 1929 


Emeline Fairbanks E&morial Library, 
Terre Haute, Indiana, 


Attention of Miss Florence C. Crawford. 
My Dear Miss Crawford: 


In regard to the building of the highway bridge 
now across the Wabash: river at Wabash Avenue, Terre Haute, 
Indiana, of which you talked with me over the ‘phone several 
days ago, I made an examination of the records of the County 
Commissioners office today and such records disclose the 
following: 


Couniy Commissioners’ record No. 26, page 108, June 
Term, 1903, sixteenth day, Thursday June 18th, Contract for 
building"the new Wabash river bridge" wae let by the County 
Commisaioners to LaFayette Engineering Company, Contractors 
who secured the contract to build the bridge according to the 
plans and specifications were Howe and Starbuck, Engineers. 


My personal recollection is that Уг, Howe was a 
professor of Civil Engineering and Bridge Construction at the 
Rose Polytechnic Institute and lr, Starbuck was the civil 
engineer and bridge construction engineer for the Vandalia 
Railroad Company. 


The contract price for this bridge was arora 
& 357 

County Commissioners’ record No, 28, page 356/ shows 
that the la Fayette Engineering Company reports to the County 
Commissioners that the bridge has been completed in accordance 
with the plans and specifications and further shows that the 
contract price was $271,200 and extras nil, making the total 
cost of the bridge $271,200. 


The record at this place also shows that Howe and 
Starbuck, the enzineers, certify that the bridge hae been 
constructed according to the plans and specifications and the 
record further states that the bridge is accepted by the County 
Commissioners and the balance of the purchase price was ordered 
paid to the contractor. 


This record was made on December 27115,1905, 
Also County Commissioners’ record М№о,. 30, pages 11, 


13 and 56 show & petition by Peter Chase, Trustee, for the 
privilege of operating a street railway over the bridge and the 


